








Question

Can AIDS be cured with traditional medicine?
Amayez’esintu angayinyanga na iAIDS?

Why this question?

Similar to western societies, you’ll find a lot of believers in alternatives to the
chemical treatments. Thus, the practicing physicians of traditional methods can
present many success stories and spread hope amongst the millions of HIV-infected
people. Nevertheless, the discussion about HIV-treatment in South Africa had its
absurd moments, reaching the highest level when Jacob Zuma, Deputy President of
the ANC and candidate for the next presidency of South Africa, was accused of
raping a young HIV-positive friend of the family. His answer of how to protect
against the HIV virus was simple: taking a warm shower after having sex will be
sufficient. Indeed, a rather irresponsible signal to send a society with one of the
highest percentages of HIV-infected people in the in the world. Also South African’s
president Thabo Mbeki did not help to educate his country by saying that it is not
proven that HIV causes AIDS. While international scientific consensus holds that
antiretroviral medication is an effective treatment for HIV, Mbeki has claimed that it is
harmful and unsafe. Drug companies, he argues, have exaggerated the importance of
ARV treatment in order to further their profits.

see http://www.avert.org/aidssouthafrica.htm

In a situation of controversy and misinformation we wanted to know: Can AIDS be
cured with traditional medicine? 4779 said YES, 6092 NO.
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Installation Kliptown/Soweto

e

SKY Youth Community Center in Kliptown

Township

For the Installation in the Johannesburg area we choose Kliptown, a part of the
Soweto Township, the largest and most famous township of South Africa. Kliptown
is considered one of the poorest and underdeveloped parts of the Soweto. However
it plays an important role in the history of overcoming apartheid (the Freedom
Charter was passed in Kliptown in 1955). The government has therefore put a lot of
effort into developing the infrastructure (for example: the new monument “Freedom
Square”). However, parts of Kliptown still remain in great poverty. One just has to
walk from Freedom Square over the nearby train tracks and finds oneself in the slums
— a mixture of functional housing projects and a large number of shacks and other
informal dwellings, all of which form part of the Freedom Charter area. This very poor
neighborhood, which has basically been neglected by the government and business,
is the home of the non-profit organization Soweto Kliptown Youth (SKY). SKY faces
the everyday challenge of helping children and young adults to grow up safely,
attend school and believe in their own identity as well as of supporting elderly people
in the area. Through Henri Vergon of the AFRONOVA gallery in Johannesburg we
met Bob Nameng, the charismatic director of the SKY Youth community center, who
recognized the potential of the project for his community at first sight.
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Situation

In comparison to the other 3 (festival-)cities the situation in Kliptown was very
different. Here we placed rainbowNOTION in a township neighborhood, at a
community center in the middle of people’s homes. It was a great opportunity for us,
not only to confront the community with a new media installation, but also to open
the doors to the World Wide Web. For many of the young, black community members
this installation would be their first real confrontation with the Internet and its
possibilities. Therefore our focus was not only to set up the installation but also to
show the team members how to maintain it and use the Internet for their own
purpose. To achieve a certain degree of independence and sustainability, we would
hold a workshop everyday. We connected all existing computers of the center to the
Internet, registered everybody at an email-provider and taught the basic use of the
email and Internet. And together we were fighting the odds of the bad infrastructure.
Half the time for example the Internet line was dead and the services of the national
service provider not working.

Location

The SKY community center is situated at the main road of this Kliptown area. The
Center is well known throughout Kliptown. It consists of several one-story buildings
arranged around a main plaza. Instead of printing and applying the design to the
walls and windows of the building (as we did in the other sites), we asked our team
members to paint it directly onto the facade. The great result showed a very local and
“African” style interpretation of rainbowNOTION.com.
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Opening

In opposite to the rather small openings at the other 3 locations the opening in
Kliptown was truly exceptional. Besides the people of this Kliptown neighborhood,
the team members and a few Johannesburg artists and affiliates we found ourselves
among 200 cheering children. Several speakers explained the installation, how to use
it and why it is here in Kliptown. Spectacular percussion and dance performances
made this opening an unforgettable happening.

'i’i;\v. n\‘

Bob Nameng, Director of SKY, explaining the project Janine Dreyer of Pro Helvetia coming from Cape
Town
wearing a shirt of the Swiss National Soccer Team
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Question 1

Is Freedom Square for me?
Ingabe iFreedom Square ngeyami na?

Why this question?

Walter Sizulu Square of dedication (Feedom Square) is the new, huge monument just
200 meters from the poorest neighborhood Kliptown. We were asking ourselves why
the government would build such a monument without improving the poor
infrastructure of the nearby neighborhood at the same time. Indeed it seems quite
cynical since the square is so far very little populated by the locals and visited mostly
by tourists. However, on the long run this development might have a positive impact
on the community itself. The question is therefore not only what the square can do
for the community but also how people can use it for their own reasons. In this
context the people of Kliptown can simply ask themselves: Is Freedom Square for
me? Results see www.rainbowNOTION.com

Question 2
“Will Kliptown have shacks come 20107?”

Together with the Kliptown team we took this opportunity to ask the same question
like in Cape Town but in a better way. 2010 is the big number for South Africa. The
FIFA World Cup will come to the country with it millions of visitors and billions of
euros. The soccer world cup will not only be a big window to the world it will also
change the country through its investment and exposure. At the end of the day the
question remains how the people of South Africa profit from this mega-event.
Especially the poor neighborhoods in the suburbs of the major cities will go through
big improvements of their infrastructure, at least that is the hope. But there is also
fear. Is this event going to divide the gap between poor and rich even further? Let’s
see what the Kliptowniens think. The question is still running.
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Conclusion

The Kliptown Team celebrating the achievement

2 Faces

rainbowNOTION showed 2 different faces in South Africa. On one side the amount
of people participating was stunning. Again the Fotobots proved to be a very
attractive tool for interaction in public space. On the other side we experienced that
people in South Africa did care less about the questions compared to the same
installation in Torino/Italy four years ago. Surprisingly the political consciousness
and appetite for debate seems be less distinctive than in a Europe country. Maybe
because of the lack of democracy and the fear of suppression during apartheid,
people are not used and didn’t learn to debate in public.

Highlight Kliptown

The experience in Kliptown however showed the huge potential of this installation,
especially in a second/third world situation. The closer you place the installation into
a vital neighborhood and work with the locals, the more creative output you get, not
only about the questions and its content but also on a level of project management,
teamwork, media and communications etc. In that respect rainbowNOTION.com was
a nice little success story, for us as well as for the team of Kliptown. It’s our goal now
to raise more funding ensuring the sustainability of our work. The vision is to
establish a free Internet café in the community center run by the SKY-member itself.
rainbowNOTION.com was the first step towards it.

The Future of the Fotobots in South Africa

At the end of November the Fotobots will be transported to Johannesburg to our
partners of Trinity Session/Premises Gallery (Stephen Jobbs, Marcus Neustetter).
Among others also the city of Johannesburg (Steven Sacks, director of arts and
culture of the City of Johannesburg) as well as the Johannesburg Art Gallery (Clive
Kellner, Chief Curator) did show their interest in the project. We will work on
solutions to use the technology either in connection of an art & media school
(Jobbs/Neustetter) or in any other interesting, new context.
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Budget

Summary

The festivals participated on the costs by either covering the expenses directly (about
CHF 5’000.00 in total) or paying a contribution to Pro Helvetia (see below).

The costs of the project total at CHF 66°880.30.

Total cost 4 installations

Contribution Pro Helvetia
Contribution Festivals
Contribution Swiss Re

Contribution Belleville AG (deficit)

For further details see next pages.
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66'712.30

30'000.00
3'732.30
25'000.00
7°980.00
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Credits

Art and production

Design rainbowNOTION:
Programming rainbowNOTION:
Programming Fotobot:

Design Flyer Capetown:
Translation Xhosa:

Translation Zulu:
Net-connection Cape Town:
Net-connection Oudthsoorn:
Net-connection Kliptown:
Net-connection Kliptown:
Technical assistance Kliptown:
Driver Johannesburg:
Kliptown-team:

Special thanks:

Martin Roth, Belleville Zlrich, Switzerland
Andreas Kohli, Belleville Zirich, Switzerland

Monica Marchy, Belleville Zurich, Switzerland
Roger Wigger, lux idea Ziurich Switzerland

Til Koschnik, Zirich, subnetz.org Switzerland
Peet Peinaar, Cape Town, South Africa
Kholeho Mosala, Cape Town South Africa
SKY Community Center Kliptown, South Africa
MTN Network Solutions, Cape Town, South Africa
Francois du Plessis, Oudtshoorn, South Africa
Ronan

Michael H. Wisch, Grahamstown, South Africa
Mitch Said, Johannesburg, South Africa

Phils Hayes

Ntokozo Dube

Taka Nzimande

Jack Rampou

Phetole Mohale

Themba Moyo

Nkululeko Shelembe

Vusi Nkosi

Morris Martin

Lauren FitzHarris

Barry Wallace

Ronan Coyle

This project could only be realized with the financial and organizational support of
Pro Helvetia Liaison Office, Cape Town, South Africa, and the generous financial

support of SwissRe Zlrich.

Personal thanks to:

* Miriam Asmal, Janine Dreyer, Catherine Widrig Jenkins and Miranda Madikane
Williams at Pro Helvetia Liaison Office, Cape Town, South Africa
* Anne Keller and Rahel Gerber at Swiss Re, Zlrich, Switzerland

Africa

Africa

Lynette Marais, Festival Director, National Arts Festival Gahamstown, South

Tony Groenewald, Technical Manager, National Arts Festival, Grahamstown
Bob Nameng, director SKY Kliptown Youth / Community Center, South Africa
Kholeho Mosala + Simone, Cape Town, South Africa

Arthur Bissig, Fritz Hotel, Cape Town, South Africa

Cape Gateway, Cape Town, South Africa

MTN Network Solutions, South Africa

Stephen Hobbs/ Marcus Neustetter, Trinity Session, Johannesburg, South

Henri Vergon, AFRONOVA modern and contemporary art, Johannesburg

* Jolene Van Wyk, Virtual Care Pharmacy, Oudtshoorn, South Africa
* Grahamstown Pharmacy, Grahamstown, South Africa
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Contact

For any information about rainbowNOTION.com or Fotobot please contact one of

the following addresses:

Switzerland

Martin Roth

Andreas Kohli
Belleville AG

New Media Producers
Hardstrasse 219
8005 Zirich
Switzerland

T +41 44 448 42 42
F +41 44 448 42 41
contact@belleville.ch
www.belleville.ch

South Africa

Janine Dreyer

Pro Helvetia Liaison Office South Africa
c/o Consulate of Switzerland

26" floor, 1 Thibault Square

PO Box 563

Cape Town 8000

T/F +27 21 425 47 01
jdreyer@pro-helvetia.co.za
www.pro-helvetia.ch/capetown
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